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adds, "if other wars arise almost immediately out of it, 
as is possible if any settlement is attempted which is not 
sincerely democratic or based on geographical or eco- 
nomic necessity, historians may revert to the time-hon- 
ored method of calling it after the years of its duration." 

Holland's views of the League of Nations recently 
found expression in a report of the Commission on 
Preparation for the Third Peace Conference, the publi- 
cation of which was sanctioned by the Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs at the Hague. Eeferring to the Paris draft 
of the League of Nations the report says : 

The Commission considers that it cannot conceal the 
fact that it cannot agree with the method hitherto fol- 
lowed by the composers of the draft, by which several 
nations which will have to live as members of the League 
are excluded from all discussions. Apparently this 
method is to be regarded as a result of the idea, which 
in the opinion of the Commission is unsatisfactory, of 
conducting the discussions about the League of Nations 
simultaneousty with the discussions about the Peace 
Treaty. 

For the rest, the Commission considers it obvious that 
Holland should belong to the nations which are to be 
invited to join the League. All States must be members 
of a real League of Nations. Although the Commission 
does not doubt that the composers of the draft had this 
principle before their eyes, it considers that it should be 
expressed in the draft itself. 

The Commission thinks that the League should be 
conducted for a certain number of years, with the con- 
dition that the revision of the constitution should be 
taken in hand a certain number of years before the ter- 
mination of this period. 

Finally, the Commission considers it a mistake that 
no mention is made in the draft of any recognition of 
the principle of the right of self-determination of 
peoples. 

A Voice out of Germany has been brought to our 
attention by a friend who sends us a translation of the 
following extracts from a letter published in the May 
Friedens-Warte in Zurich, Switzerland. The extracts 
are as follows : 

"The nations can never become reconciled as long as 
they continue to hold up to one another records of guilt, 
yet it is imperative that it be made clear to the entire 
German people, to the last man, as to whether the an- 
nexation of Alsace Lorraine in 1871 can be defended 
with any shadow of right. We can no longer deceive 
ourselves — the cause of the war and the responsibility 
for it is not to be found in Edward's "Encircling 
Policy," in the murder at Serajewo or in the Grand- 
Dukes of Eussia, but in the selfish dynastic policy of 
the Hohenzollerns and its resultant "Militarism," mani- 
festing itself in Schleswig Holstein, Alsace-Lorraine, the 
increase of our navy, until finally, under the weight of 
the strain, the arch broke. And now the children are 
paying the penalty of their father's sin in failing; to 
comprehend and to call upon Bismarck to "Halt !" which 
would have prevented the annexation of Alsace-Lorraine 
and would perhaps at the last moment have altered the 
historic development of Europe. 

"There could be no deeper deception than to speak 
of Alsace-Lorraine as an ancient German province, as 



most of us were taught in the schools, and as the Pan- 
German papers still every day anew declare to their 
readers, for it is in the last analysis not alone the 
language that today determines nationality. It is in- 
creasingly rather the feeling of the people as to where 
they find habits of life congenial and themselves at home. 
And the fact is that even in the German-speaking por- 
tion the Alsatian without any doubt unhesitatingly in- 
clines to France. Had a vote been taken in 1871 it is 
certain that not even the smallest fraction of the people 
would have broken away from France. Even up to the 
present time the settled inhabitant, not the recent comer, 
feels himself a Frenchman and greets with joy his 
rescuers from the Prussian yoke. * * * 

"For the best interests of Germany with the forma- 
tion of the new republic reduction of Prussian domina- 
tion would be joyfully welcomed. * * * 

"Before the French Eevolution national feeling on the 
part of the people was scarcely worthy of mention. The 
people were indeed merely wares for sale among princes. 
The great change in human consciousness brought the 
people of Alsace-Lorraine the feeling of nationality and 
the years when they became politically of age were spent 
in union with France. It is therefore entirely mislead- 
ing when Popert speaks of Alsace "according to the 
conception most favorable for the French" as "incon- 
testably Borderland ;" Alsace-Lorraine is French and we 
can appreciate the feeling of Alfred Fried, when at the 
celebration of return, he so envied the French this ex- 
perience that he shook with excitement at the news. 
* * * 

"We certainly do not regard ourselves as 'miserable 
sinners' when we come to the conclusion that, in spite 
of all the suffering and need occasioned among men, in- 
cluding ourselves, it is fortunate that the criminals of 
1914 did not win the war, for the entire war policy — the 
play with fire, the ultimatum to Servia, the invasion of 
Luxemburg and Belgium was manifest criminality and 
after all, the people most lacking in political ability are 
answerable for the deeds of their government and must 
endure the consequences. 

"And if hard years are ahead of us — of how great 
importance is our personal welfare, the happiness of 
one or even more generations viewed side by side with the 
events of the great world ? Today the power among us 
lies broken that opposed itself to the advance of all man- 
kind. * * * What is great and strong in our people 
will survive the time of misfortune and our descendants 
will bless the hour of our defeat." 



The Letter Box 

Spray Ranch, Salida, Colorado, July 30, 1919. 
A. D. Call. 

Dear , Friend : I want to thank the American Peace So- 
ciety for retaining me as one of its honorary Vice-Presi- 
dents. I appreciate it, and feel sure there is now a larger 
place for the Society than ever before. You have your 
place, which you must hold and advance toward the plane 
which some of us think higher and nearer the truth of 
Christ. 
The June number is great. 
Very truly yours, 

(Mrs.) Ruth H. Spray. 

From a Wellesley Professor: With high appreciation of 
the attitude, policy, and work of The Advocate of Peace 
during the war and since the armistice. 



